Mathematics
LEARNING THROUGH PLAY

Numbers
Shape, Space, and Measure
EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE

NUMBERS

COUNTING
Children are taught to:

There are four skills needed for counting

• Say one, two, three, four... Up to twenty
(and beyond if appropriate).

• Recognition of number words.

• Count up to 20 objects (to count in 10s
5s and 2s if appropriate).
• Recognise the written numbers 1, 2, 3,
4... Up to 20 (and beyond if appropriate).

• An understanding of 1:1
correspondence.
• An understanding of ‘how many?’
• An understanding that the number of
objects is the same however they are
arranged.

NUMBERS

NUMBER WORDS
What we do at school:

How you can help at home:

• Use number rhymes and songs to build
familiarity with number words.

• Look for numbers in the environment on
buses, doors or signs.

• Use and point out number words when
we speak.
• Point out numbers in everyday contexts
e.g. on telephones, clocks.

NUMBERS

COUNTING WITH 1:1 CORRESPONDENCE
Children are taught to:

How you can help at home:

• Move (jump or clap) in time with
counting.

• Count everyday objects e.g. plates at
dinner time or goals scored.

• Count items which can be moved.
• Count items which can be touched but
not moved such as spots on a dice.
• Count out a given number of items from
a larger group.

NUMBERS
HOW MANY ARE THERE ?
What we do at school:

How can you help at home:

• Provide an environment with lots of
opportunities for counting.

• Play number or number matching games
e.g. dominoes.

• Teach children to touch each object as
they count.
• Develop problem solving skills using
counting strategies.

NUMBER

THE NUMBER OF OBJECTS IS THE SAME HOWEVER THEY ARE
ARRANGED
What we do at school:

How you can help at home:

• Provide opportunities to explore
different representations of numbers;
both cards have 5 dots.

• Use fingers, or everyday items to
explore the different ways to represent
numbers.

NUMBERS

CALCULATIONS: UNDERSTANDING OF NUMBER AND COUNTING ARE KEY TO
DEVELOPING CALCULATION STRATEGIES

Children are expected to carry out
calculations but not to do ‘sums’. Children
are taught to:
• Find one more or one less than any number
from 1-20.
• Add two small groups of objects (with a total
less than 20).
• Calculate how many are left when some are
taken away.
• Solve problems including doubling, halving and
sharing.
• Count on or back from any small number.

How you can help at home:
• Use everyday objects and events to practise
adding and subtracting e.g.
• We had three apples I have eaten one how
many are left?
• There is one bus at the stop here comes
another how many buses are there now?

SHAPE, SPACE AND MEASURES

SHAPE: THE LANGUAGE OF SHAPE AND SPACE.
Children are taught:

How you can help at home:

• Shape names such as circle, square, triangle,
rectangle, cube, cone, sphere, cylinder.

• Search for shapes; squares (windows)
circles (road signs) cylinders (bins).

• To use words to describe where things are
such as under, above, beside, next to.
• To explore everyday objects and use
mathematical language to describe them.
• To make and describe simple patterns.

SHAPE, SPACE AND MEASURES
THE LANGUAGE OF MEASUREMENT: TIME
Children are taught to:

How you can help at home:

• Use everyday language related to time.

• Talk and ask questions about time e.g.

• Order and sequence familiar events.

i.

• Measure short periods of time in simple
ways.

What day is it today, was it yesterday,
will it be tomorrow?

SHAPE, SPACE AND MEASURES
THE LANGUAGE OF MEASURE: MONEY
Children are taught:

How you can help at home:

• The every day language related to
money.

• Read price tags when shopping.

• To solve simple problems related to
money.

SHAPE, SPACE AND MEASURES

THE LANGUAGE OF MEASURE: SIZE, LENGTH AND HEIGHT
Children are taught:

How you can help at home:

• Everyday language related to size length
and height.

• Talk and ask questions related to height
or length e.g.

• To compare objects and order them
according to height or length.

Who is the tallest in the family?
Are you taller than….?

SHAPE, SPACE AND MEASURES

THE LANGUAGE OF MEASURE: WEIGHT AND CAPACITY
Children are taught:

How you can help at home:

• Everyday language related to weight and
capacity.

• Compare weights.

• To compare objects and order them
according to weight or capacity.

Which is heavier?

THE EARLY LEARNING GOALS FOR MATHEMATICS
Number: Children count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, place them in order and say
which is one more or one less than a given number. Using quantities and objects, they add and
subtract two single digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer. They solve problems,
including doubling, halving and sharing.
Shape, Space and Measures: Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight,
capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects to solve
problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday
objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them.
Where children are exceeding expectations they will be taught accordingly.

PARENTS VIEW

THIS IS WHAT YOU TOLD US ABOUT THE WORKSHOPS:
‘It was certainly worth attending’

‘We can work with you to support learning’

‘They were very well thought out’

