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This beautiful hardback collection, which tells the stories of real-life figures 
throughout history, would make the perfect read for anyone who wants to learn 
more about the many astounding, astonishing, awe-inspiring Muslim men and 
women who have had such a positive impact on our world. 

My Skin Your Skin is a powerful book to help children and adults have 
meaningful discussions about race and anti-racism. Most importantly, the book 
empowers children to be the best versions of themselves; to have self-love, self-
esteem and self-worth, irrespective of their skin colour. 
 
This book was specifically written by Early Years expert and children's media 
creator, Laura Henry-Allain MBE, to support parents, teachers and guardians to 
explain what racism is, why it is wrong, and what children can do if they see it or 
experience it. It also explores how important it is for children to celebrate their 
achievements and greatness.  
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At Booth Wood, we strive to ensure that all of our reading books include diverse protagonists and 
characters, to ensure that there is representation of different ethnicities and cultures. 

This list includes titles that specifically feature different cultures and ethnicities; exploring differences and 
celebrating what makes people unique! 

It’s Faizah’s first day of school, and her older sister Asiya’s first day of wearing 
hijab – made of a beautiful blue fabric. But not everyone sees hijab as beautiful. 
In the face of hurtful, confusing words, will Faizah find new ways to be strong? 
 
This is an uplifting, universal story of new experiences, the unbreakable bond 
shared by siblings and of being proud of who you are, from Olympic medallist 
Ibtihaj Muhammad. 

Follow a group of children through a day in their school, where everyone is 
welcome. A school where children in patkas, hijabs, baseball caps and yarmulkes 
play side by side. A school where students grow and learn from each other's 
traditions. A school where diversity is a strength. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Learn all about the exceptional black men who broke barriers and fought 
injustice to realise their dreams and make the world a better place.  
With Vashti Harrison's beautiful illustrations and illuminating writing, discover 
the stories of black men from all walks of life, including: 
 
Doctor Harold Moody 
Diplomat Kofi Annan 
Activist Paul Stephenson 
Architect Sir David Adjaye 
Comic book author Dwayne McDuffie 
Musician Prince 

Featuring 40 trailblazing black women in the world's history, this book 
educates and inspires as it relates true stories of women who broke 
boundaries and exceeded all expectations. 
 
Author/illustrator Vashti Harrison pairs captivating text with stunning 
illustrations as she tells the stories of both iconic and lesser-known female 
figures of black history, including: 
 
Nurse Mary Seacole 
Politician Diane Abbott 
Mathematician Katherine Johnson 
Singer Shirley Bassey 

This book addresses - honestly, yet hopefully - the experiences Black children 
face growing up with systemic racism, as well as providing hope for the 
future, delivering a powerful message to a new generation of dreamers. It's a 
message that is both urgent and timeless - and offers a rich and rewarding 
reading experience for every child. 
 
To mirror the rich variety of the Black diaspora, this book showcases artwork 
from Dapo and 18 incredible Black illustrators in one beautiful, powerful, and 
cohesive reading experience. 

A picture book story about the triumph of hope, love, and 
determination, Coming to England is the inspiring true story of Baroness 
Floella Benjamin: from Trinidad, to London as part of the Windrush 
generation, to the House of Lords. 
 
When she was ten years old, Floella Benjamin, along with her older sister 
and two younger brothers, set sail from Trinidad to London, to be reunited 
with the rest of their family. Alone on a huge ship for two weeks, then 
tumbled into a cold and unfriendly London, coming to England wasn't at 
all what Floella had expected. 



 
  

As a child in Pakistan, Malala made a wish for a magic pencil that she could use to 
redraw reality. She would use it for good; to give gifts to her family, to erase the 
smell from the rubbish dump near her house. (And to sleep an extra hour in the 
morning.) 
 
As she grew older, Malala wished for bigger and bigger things. She saw a world 
that needed fixing. And even if she never found a magic pencil, Malala realized 
that she could still work hard every day to make her wishes come true. 
 
This beautifully illustrated picture book tells Malala's story, in her own words, for a 
younger audience and shows them the worldview that allowed her to hold on to 
hope and to make her voice heard even in the most difficult of times. 
 

From Academy Award-winning actress Lupita Nyong'o comes a powerful, moving 
picture book about colourism, self-esteem and learning that true beauty comes from 
within. 
 
Sulwe's skin is the colour of midnight. She's darker than everyone in her family, 
and everyone at school. 
All she wants is to be beautiful and bright, like her mother and sister. 
Then a magical journey through the night sky opens her eyes and changes 
everything. 
 
In this stunning debut picture book, Lupita Nyong'o creates a whimsical and heart-
warming story to inspire children to see their own unique beauty. 

This dynamic and joyous exploration of difference helps young children learn to 
respond in a kind and equal way to everyone, regardless of shape, size, age, 
physical and mental ability, gender, ethnicity, beliefs, language, culture, 
background, and so on. With topics ranging from clothes, music and food to 
homes, festivals and families, there is plenty for children to talk about as they 
find out about what makes people different and what makes them unique. 

Mai and Rose are best friends but they're not two peas in a pod.  
 
Mai has dark hair that is curly and whirly and never stays put. Why couldn't she 
have perfect hair just like her best friend Rose? 
 
Rose has blonde hair, as straight as a ruler, which slips and slides whenever she 
tries to put it in a ponytail. Why couldn't she have perfect hair just like her best 
friend Mai? 
 
When a magical coconut grants each girl their wish, and they get the hair they've 
always dreamt of, the friends are overjoyed. However, they soon learn that 
perfect hair is not everything it's cracked up to be. 
 
In fact, their hair was pretty magical and perfect the way it was before... 
 
A joyful and fun story about celebrating differences and loving yourself from 
head to toe! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answering young children's questions about racism is hard. This book gives 
both children and adults the language and sensitivity they need to talk about 
the topic. It gently explains what racism is, how it happens, why it is NEVER 
acceptable and what each and every one of us can do to eradicate it. 

Will it be dreads or a twist out? Braids or a high-top fade? Joyous and vibrant, 
this perfectly captures the excitement of getting ready for a celebration, as well 
as showcasing a dazzling array of intricate hairstyles. 
 
This is a glorious debut from an exciting new partnership who both emerged 
from the FAB Prize for undiscovered BAME writers and illustrators. 

The Blues, Reds and Yellows lived in harmony. Reds were the loudest, 
Yellows the brightest and Blues were the coolest. However, when one of 
the colours proclaims they are the best, discord breaks out and eventually 
the colours decide to live in different parts of the city.  
 
Then one day a Yellow befriends a Blue and they become inseparable, 
discovering a world of different possibilities and colours.  


